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9TH - 12TH GRADES

Homologous traits are characteristics that are shared between different species that are related to

each other in some way, even distantly. In contrast, analogous traits are characteristics that are

similar between species that aren’t related. 

Pick two different animals in the gallery. Spend some time observing each animal and write down

your descriptions below, including as many details as you can. 

Hint - Look at the anatomy - the bodily structure and characteristics - of each animal.

  

ANIMAL 1                                        

ANIMAL 2                                        

Make a hypothesis that explains the similarities and differences between the two animals. 

Use your observations and other information available in the gallery to test your hypothesis and

write down your results below. What additional questions are you left with? How might you find the

answers?
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